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UM PHARMACY SCHOOL'S 90TH MARKS 10-YEAR TURNAROUND
MISSOULA—
Ten years ago The University of Montana’s School of Pharmacy turned a jubilant 80 years
old, celebrating its survival of a near-death experience - a run-in with UM’s "hit list" of
programs slated for elimination in a retrenchment process that eventually closed down several.
But no sooner had the school put away the anniversary party hats than it faced another
survival threat. In 1989, the American Council on Pharmaceutical Education, w'hich had only
provisionally accredited the school in 1987, gave it a year to supplement its base annual budget
by $400,000 or face loss of accreditation in June 1990.
That threat acted as a rallying cry, bringing administrators, alumni and lawmakers to their
feet. With their help, the school won a year’s reprieve, which allowed time for the 1991
Montana Legislature to act. It came through with enough funds to supplement what
administrators had managed to raise elsewhere, and in June 1991 the school was fully re
accredited.
The trials of its early 80s behind, the school now celebrates its 90th anniversary, and its
vital signs are excellent, according to Associate Dean Lori Morin.
"Research funding has risen from $10,000 in 1988 to more than $3 million at present to
support research and minority recruitment and retention," Morin said. "Student numbers have
probably doubled in the past 10 years, and the faculty has grown as resources have permitted, to
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serve the dramatic enrollment increase."
Now the school’s quarters must grow, too. Although no date has been set for completion,
Morin said the 90th anniversary will celebrate the coming expansion of the Pharmacy/Psychology
Building. With the school only about $3.3 million shy of the $10.4 million slated for project, the
design has been approved, and architects are working up bids.
The school’s record on student performance is more cause for celebration. Morin said the
student retention rate is nearly perfect, with less than 5 percent attrition in the past five or six
years. And, she said, "In June of this year 100 percent of our 1996 graduates passed the national
board test, and their passing average was higher than the national average." What’s more, of UM
graduates who responded to Career Services’ 1996 Graduate Survey, pharmacy graduates topped
the salary scale, pulling in about $55,000. Graduates of the physical therapy program, which is
part of the School of Pharmacy and Allied Health Sciences, came in third with about $45,000.
This fall the school launched a six-year doctor of pharmacy program while continuing to
ofter the bachelor’s degree -- which takes five years -- for students who choose the shorter route
to a professional degree and into the work force. Another addition to the curriculum, the doctoral
program in pharmaceutical sciences began in January 1996 and produced its first graduate last
May. While technically not a pharmacy school program, the pharmacy technician program at
UM’s College of Technology gets help and advice from UM faculty members who sit on the
advisory committee.
While building and maintaining its programs on campus, the school has also paid heed to
various constituencies around the state. The new doctor of pharmacy program includes an
external component, offered via distance learning, for practitioners with a bachelor’s degree who
want to move up professionally.
In 1993, the school began its Health Careers Opportunity Program with a three-year
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$400,000 training grant from the U.S. Public Health Service. The program targets American
Indian high school students in an effort to redress the imbalance between the percentage of
pharmacists who are Indians and the percentage of the state and national population that is Indian.
The grant has just been renewed through the year 2000.
Also since 1993 the school has been dispensing pharmaceutical advice to doctors and
druggists around the state through the Drug Information Service. It’s a boon to rural doctors and
small-town retail pharmacists who don’t have easy access to a medical library or various
reference materials.
For the layperson interested in pharmaceuticals, pharmacy Professor Rustem Medora
provides information about the healing properties of herbs for a weekly radio show, "The Plant
Detective: A Phytomedicinal Whodunit," which began in December 1996. And senior citizens
benefit from students the school sends out as educators and clinicians for Montana’s Rural
Consortium for Health Outreach Information and Screening program. This project of UM’s
Rural Institute on Disabilities offers monthly health screenings, presentations and demonstrations
on health topics for adults 60 and over.
At this point in the school’s existence, it hardly matters that the school actually opened at
Montana State University - then the Montana State College of Agriculture and the Mechanical
Arts -- in 1907 and didn’t move to UM until 1913. UM was the chosen site from the start and
would have had the school in 1907 but for lack of space. In other words, adding those six years
to the school’s age is quite OK. Call it 90 and going strong.

m
TB
Dailies, weeklies, tribal papers
Pharm90.rl

